
 

 

 

 

 
Navigating The Upper School – How It Works 

I. Reasons for Combining Upper School 

A. Abintra honors, first and foremost, human development. This is why the program formally 
divided into LE, UE, and MS is now called the “Upper School.” The Upper School was created 
to eliminate the divide between the elementary classes and the middle school. In years past 
students were grouped into separate classrooms, and movement was stifled by the strictures 
of schedules, age ranges, and human resources. Having fixed-age groups is an artificial way of 
educating developing human beings and doesn’t recognize the individuality of social 
relationships among children. There is not an exact moment when a child becomes an 
adolescent. There must be a flow within the Upper School that does not discriminate because 
of age and size. Students need to be able to access the academic work that calls to them. 
Following Montessori and its human growth and development model, we removed the 
barriers that existed between these communities. An interested and motivated 11-year-old 
now has access to a curriculum once reserved for 12- to 14-year-olds. A math student has 
access to advanced math instruction with a guide that was before reserved for 12- to 14-
year-olds. The students work to discover their deepest interests and, at the same time, gain 
the skills necessary to pursue those interests. The Upper School is not a specific, distinct 
classroom, but is housed across several locations. The students work throughout the campus 
and farm as they grow and develop. 

B. Montessori and Erikson, a developmental psychologist and Montessorian, describe the age of 
the Upper School student as a time of autonomy, industry and initiative. Students need the 
opportunity to succeed and fail in the company of trusted adults in a known community. As 
they move into adolescence the question of identity becomes a central focus. Who am I in 
the world? How do I fit in? At Abintra, we believe this is best explored in a trusted 
environment where there is a history of work, known and trusted adults, and a younger 
population that calls the adolescent to be a model. This is another key to the decision not to 
separate or isolate age groups or guides from each other. There is no greater experience for a 
student this age than to be looked up to. It calls them to be their best selves. The opportunity 
for older models and guides who will know them well as they mature is a great benefit of 
Montessori for the younger students in multi-aged environments. 

II. The Curriculum: Montessori curriculum is expansive. It is contained in extensive manuals that contain 

concepts as well as specific lessons. It also contains many extensions for further exploration. The 

curriculum spirals from basic lessons for a 6- or 7-year-old and adds more specificity and depth as the 

years progress. 

A. Montessori curriculum for this age includes: 

1. arithmetic, mathematics (which includes geometry and algebra) 

2. grammar, writing, and vocabulary development 
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3. the sciences of biology, earth and physical science, and chemistry 

4. history and culture from the birth of the universe to the specifics of the modern world 

5. art, music, and foreign language 

B. In Montessori, the curriculum is truly integrated. For example, math is learned in science with 

measurements and calculations, in history/culture with dates and eras, as well as in targeted 

math lessons. History can be learned in science, art, and math. Emerson Farm, our newest 

integration into the curriculum, provides hands-on lessons in science and health, math, and 

HG&D. It incorporates physical and outdoor education and teaches leadership skills. This type 

of outdoor learning supports academic success through healthier bodies, self-reliance, and 

confidence. 

C. Montessori is a science-based curriculum. Guides constantly observe and track the lessons 

and work of the students as individuals. The amount of tracking documentation is varied and 

great, and it informs all aspects of the progress reports you receive. 

D. Additional targeted curriculum that is utilized in the Upper School includes: 

1. Wordly Wise for vocabulary, spelling and reading comprehension (20 units per year 

that can take from 1 to 2 weeks to accomplish) 

2. Albanesi math curriculum using Montessori materials to progress through the math 

curriculum from concrete understanding to abstraction of concepts and employment 

of skills 

3. Story of the World as a scaffold to world history 

4. Big History 

5. Facing History and Ourselves for Civil Rights studies 

 

III. Progress Reports for the Upper School are published four times a year in Transparent Classroom. 
Each area has overarching student goals. The progress for students is reflected as meeting 
objectives, rather than individual lessons. Specific works or materials are not listed in the progress 
report. The goal of the progress reports is to inform parents of the progress of their child toward 
clear goals in specific steps. They are intended to inform in conjunction with observations and parent 
conferences. 
 

IV. Standardized Testing: Abintra uses summative assessments in the form of the Stanford/OLSAT 
standardized tests. This type of assessment measures school ability and achievement. We give this 
on an annual basis.  
 

V. Observations for the Upper School can be scheduled with your Conferencing Guide and should be 
done each semester. Parents use an observation chair or the loft in US1 to observe. This allows for a 
truer picture of the classroom. When observing your child in the Upper School, notice if he or she: 

A. Is able to focus on the work 
B. Is able to balance being able to focus and be social 
C. Appears to be challenged without being overwhelmed 
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VI. The buildings used by the Upper School include: 
A. US1 is where the youngest Upper School students work. These students are generally 6 and 7 

years old.  

B. US2 is the Fleisher Building where all students aged 8 to 14 have their “cubes”, and many of 

their lessons. 

C. US3 houses the art studios, the math lab, and Spanish. All Upper School students use the art 

studios and the Spanish room. 

VII. Guides in the Classrooms 

A. US1: Leah and Laura work in all areas of the curriculum in US1.   

B. US2: Jodi and Jonell work primarily in U2 in all areas of the curriculum. Christy works in US2 

primarily in the cultural and language area. She presents Story of the World to four different 

age groups. She also helps the students manage the library so research and reading 

materials are readily available. Garrett works in the science lab giving lessons to all the 

students in U2. Both Garrett and Jonell spend time at the Farm working with David and 

Margo to give hands-on lessons there. Jennifer works in U3 most mornings giving math 

lessons and in U2 the rest of the time supporting students during work cycle. Maria 

Asunción works with all of the Upper School, primarily in the U3 building. John is centered in 

the art studios giving lessons to all of Upper School. 
 

 

 

 

                  


